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HP TouchSmart TX2-1340ea 

The Tablet 
Back in 2003, with the release of Windows XP, we saw Windows change from just being the 

operating system, to something that contained main different smaller applications. In 2005, the 

entire XP line-up revamped with the release of Windows XP Tablet PC Edition. Bill Gates officially 

coined the term “tablet PC” in 2003 when they first started to appear and since then they have come 

a long way. The initial concept was that they should be slates. They then developed into laptops with 

touch screens known as convertible tablet PCs or more commonly, convertible notebook computers. 

The potential within tablet PCs has slowly become so large, that they are now merged with the 

notebook and are not sub-computers anymore.  

The TX2 
So today we come to HP’s TX2 range. This range has expanded on the original TX series released in 

2007. I love my TX2 and prefer it to the later range of TM2s which seem rather cheaply made 

compared with the TX2. In terms of structure and features, the TM2 is well out beaten by the TX2. 

Why is easy; the fact that there is no internal optical drive, the fact that there is no longer a remote 

control device and the fact that there is a far worse CPU. Now what makes the TX2 worse than the 

TM2 is the fact that it features no HDMI (High Definition Multimedia Interface) and that it does not 

feature discrete graphics. 

There are other quibbles 

about the TX2 when 

compared with the TM2 

such as the screen rotation 

only goes one way whilst 

on the TM2 it goes both. 

The specifications 
The specs are as follows: 

 AMD Turion X2 at 

2.3GHz with 2MB cache, 

1.2V with P0 at 575MHz, P1 

at 1100MHz and P2 at 

2300MHz. Model number: RM-77. HyperTransport bus link at 2000MHz. 

 4GB of DDR2 PC2-6400 RAM (800MHz) in a set of two (2) 2GB strips.  

 Quanta 4045 motherboard 

 12.1” capacitive multi touch display with LED backlight 

 65W transformer 

 Energy Star approved 

 3x USB2.0 

 0x IEEE1394 

 0x digital video connectors (HDMI, DVI or DisplayPort) 

 DVD-RW SuperMulti drive with hot swap function 
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 1x docking connector (Expansion Port 3) 

 Non multi touch touchpad 

 Webcam (2.0mp) 

 802.11b/g 

 Bluetooth 

 Fingerprint reader 

 4 cell and 8 cell battery included 

A little look 
First of all, let’s get a little look at the device shall we? 

From the top 

 

I have added some extra stickers to my 

TX2 such as the Wacom and the Apple 

ones. You can see the lanyard on the 

right hand side of the notebook PC. 

This attaches the digitizer pen to the 

notebook so that it cannot fall off. Such 

a device is very useful when you are 

using it in slate mode due to the fact 

that you are more than likely to drop 

the pen.  

 

 

The interior is just like any ordinary notebook PC. Most people would just think this was a standard 

notebook from its appearance. At the top left of the notebook you are given volume control buttons 

(Down, Mute and Up). The keyboard is the right size for typing on and it is not an island keyboard 

(some may prefer this). The touchpad is HPs dotty one which I dislike and prefer the style of TM2 but 

dislike the buttons being built in to the 

pad such as those found on the TM2. 

When the notebook is flipped into slate 

mode, the tablet looks like a gem. It is 

more attractive whilst in slate mode 

than any other tablet or notebook out 

there. Unlike the TX series, the TX2 flips 

the screen to inverse landscape as 

opposed to portrait mode when the 

screen is rotated, although it has a 

button to change the orientation. 

Watching a DVD or film on this 

notebook is brilliant when in slate mode. 



HP TouchSmart TX2 Review  Jamie Balfour 

Copyright Jamie Balfour 
 

It serves the convenience of only 

having a display and no keyboard 

and mouse but still gives the ability 

to control the computer. When 

transformed, the screen only rotates 

by 180 degrees going clockwise from 

notebook form. Like most HP 

notebooks, the front of the notebook 

houses the audio connectors which 

include S/PDIF (Sony/Phillips Digital 

Interconnect Format). Also on the 

front panel is the infrared connector 

for the remote control. The digitizer 

pen (pictured) also features a right 

click which is a newer feature on tablet PCs. The pen also has the hover feature which allows the 

user to see where the cursor is in relation to the pen, and allows the use of the hover method of 

some software out there (for instance Warcraft III allows the user to hover at the side of the screen 

to move it). Earlier on whilst I was going on about the differences between the TM2 and TX2 I 

mentioned the remote control. Well the 

remote control is featured in most HP 

computers and the TX2 is not excluded 

from this. The remote control fits neatly 

into an ExpressCard34 slot and allows the 

user to run the on-demand digital media 

experience that they require from the 

buttons provided on the remote. Above 

the ExpressCard34 is the digital media 

drive. This allows the transfer of data 

from SD, MS, MS-Pro, MMC and XD. No 

CompactFlash there then. The optical 

drive is situated slightly closer than the 

ExpressCard34 slot to the user of the 

notebook. In terms of weight, it weighs 

2.0Kg, so it is rather heavy for a tablet 

PC. It is also rather thick (pictured) but 

still just thin enough to look stylish and 

just light enough. 
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Also worth noting, the display is excellent 

for watching films and the speakers are 

placed perfectly to allow the use of them 

from all possible positions of the display. 

Even when in slate mode the speakers still 

face the user. The rear of the notebook is 

used to house the battery (sadly) and to 

provide access to two USB2.0 ports and a 

modem jack. Why I say it is sad that the 

battery is on the back is that it could 

provide more space if it was on the 

bottom, which means more connectivity 

options.  Fujitsu do it and HP used to. We 

now come to the right hand side, which has a lanyard and the digitizer. We also find another USB2.0 

port and an RJ-45. The next port found on the right hand side is the Expansion Port Type 3 which 

allows the use of an expansion base or docking station. I currently use the XB3000 from my previous 

laptop with this newer tablet. 

The TM2 does not feature the 

expansion port however. This is 

in my opinion one reason to 

choose the more expensive, 

older TX2 over the newer, 

cheaper TM2. Finally, the bottom 

picture on Page 3 shows the 

height of the notebook. It also 

shows where the optical drive 

goes if you wish to insert it, 

although most of the time I have 

it removed as I use it for 

university work and mobility is 

key.  

Conclusion 
My personal conclusion is that this is a decent little machine which will hopefully perform well. I’m 

hoping HP will have addressed all of the issues in previous notebook PCs that I have purchased from 

them and hope that I can finally have a notebook for more than 2 years without having to send it 

away under warranty for whatever reason. The notebook wins on style, but unlike the TM2 does not 

have a metal based case so may be a bit cheaper looking. It is also a fingerprint and dust magnet, 

which really damages its style. The touch screen is great, but about 1cm at each of the four sides of 

the screen is unusable. The TM2 also features dedicated graphics which boosts performance above 

the TX2 even though it has a better CPU. I would give this notebook 9/10 for the fact that it has no 

HDMI/DVI or FireWire. 

Update 
The notebook needed sent away under warranty as it failed within weeks of purchase.  
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